DRAFT MINUTES

SKIPWITH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 10th September 2007 

at 7.30 p.m. at The Village Hall, Skipwith

Present: Councillor M Ward

Councillor G Eastwood

Councillor I Wheatley 

Councillor N McCool (Chair)

Councillor Mrs S Kotek

Councillor C Dean 

Councillor  T Britain

27. Apologies and Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest. 

28 Public Session

No member of the public wished to speak. 

29. Reports

District Councillor

No report.

County Councillor

No report.

Community Police

The Clerk advised that there had been no crimes reported since the last meeting. The Joint Action Group (JAG) Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 11th September and would be held at Skipwith Village Hall.

30 Minutes of the Last Meeting

Following a minor amendment to the minutes. The minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2007 were accepted and a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

31 Matters Arising

a) Flooding – The Clerk advised that John Grogan MP was hosting a meeting with some of the Parishes that had suffered flooding during the recent bad weather, and asked if members would like their concerns about Skipwith passing to him. Members agreed that this would be useful.

b) Members agreed that Cllr Mrs Kotek would be a Parish Council representative on the Playing Fields Association Committee.

c) Cllr McCool advised that he would try and attend the next YLCA meeting.

d) Village Name Sign – The Clerk advised that she had contacted numerous companies with regards to installation of a new village name sign. The last company contacted confirmed that they would undertake the work, but this has not be carried out. Cllr Wheatley advised the name of a further company, who the clerk will contact to try and resolve the matter.

e) Pond – Cllr McCool advised that he had now received a contract for the work to be undertaken by BTCV, but there had been an increase in costs to £4,783. It was proposed by Cllr Eastwood that the new quotation be accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Ward and agreed unanimously. Cllr McCool advised that residents had been advised that the work was taking place, and volunteers were asked to help on the dates in question.

f) 30 mph Speed Sign – Cllr McCool advised that he had written further with regards to the moving of the sign and had received a letter back from Paul Shepherd advising that this would not be permitted as the village has inadequate development at the location of the proposed new sign. Members agreed that Cllr McCool would write further on this matter.

The letter from Highways further stated that they were awaiting the Council's decision on where or not to pursue the installation of rumble strips at the entry points to the village. It was proposed by Cllr Ward that the rumble strips should be progressed. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Kotek and agreed by majority. Highways will be advised of the decision.

With regards to speeding traffic in the village, the Clerk suggested that the installation of black boxes in the village may help in determining the actual speed of traffic. It was agreed unanimously that this would be raised at the JAG meeting with a request that this be taken onboard by Highways.

g) Financial Regulations – Cllr Ward advised that he would make any amendments in readiness for the next meeting.

h) Standing Orders – Cllr Eastwood advised the amendments. It was agreed that the Clerk would make the alterations and the final version would be brought to the next meeting for adoption.

i) Complaints Procedure – Cllr McCool advised the amendments. It was agreed that the Clerk would make the alterations and the final version would be brought to the next meeting for adoption.

j) Planning Objections – Cllr McCool advised that whilst he had responded to the planning application consultation by the required date, Selby District did not open the email until the 13th August after the closing date. However, from the permission granted notice it appears that comments made by the Parish Council have been taken onboard.

32. For Discussion

a) Parish Plan – Cllr Mrs Kotek advised that the Town and Parish Council Forum, which is due to meet on 17th September at The Riley Smith Hall in Tadcaster will be discussing the disappointment of Parishes who feel that Selby District Council have not responded well to Parish Plans submitted. Cllr McCool advised that he will attend the meeting, if free on the proposed date.

b)  Website – Content requires updating and site requires re-launching , Cllr Dean and McCool to discuss and report to next meeting.

b) Tree on Footpath at Church – Cllr McCool advised that he had received a letter from the Church Warden who has expressed concern about a Horse Chestnut tree which has grown on the footpath in the churchyard and that it may start to cause damage to the wall. Members agreed that they had no knowledge of the tree being planted, and that it would probably be self-seeded. It was agreed that Cllr McCool would look into it's removal.

c) North Yorkshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework Sits and Allocations Issues and Options – The Clerk advised that the two sites detailed in the document were Gascoigne Wood and Burn Airfield. Members agreed that as neither of the sites affected the Parish, they did not wish to make any comments in respect of the consultation.

d) State of the Area Address – Members agreed that they would circulate this document and respond accordingly.

e) Thicketts Priory – The Clerk advised that after checking with Selby District Council there have been no planning applications received in connection with this development. A letter has been sent to Jenny Hubbard asking for the Parish to be kept informed of any developments.

f) Bonfire Night – Cllr McCool advised that Mrs Westoby would like to help with the Bonfire event, but did not wish to undertake the organising on her own. Cllr Mrs Kotek advised that she would offer assistance and Cllr McCool will speak to Mrs Westoby about how to progress the event. Cllr Eastwood advised that his land could be used again for the bonfire. The Bonfire will be held on Saturday 3rd November and start at 6.30 p.m.

Cllr Eastwood proposed that a donation of £200 was given to the Bonfire event. This was seconded by Cllr Wheatley and agreed unanimously. 

g) 2008 Village Celebration – Cllr Eastwood suggested that the village may wish to hold an event to celebrate 2008. Members felt that this was an excellent idea and it was suggested that a public meeting would be held to ask for suggestions.

h) Letter from Chris Cooper expressing an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor – Cllr McCool advised that he had received a letter after the vacancies had been filled. It was agreed that a letter would be sent thanking Mr Cooper for his interest, but explaining that there was current no vacancy.

i) Update on the response from NY Highways with regards to extension of the 30mph speed limit – This item was dealt with under matters arising.

For Information

a) The Parish perspective Newsletter

b) The Playing Field Magazine

c) White Rose Update

d) Something in Common Newsletter

e) Thank You card from North Duffield School in respect of donation

33. Planning

Applications for Consideration 

None.

Applications Approved

8/11/7J/PA - Single storey and two storey extensions to the side and rear to include living areas, garage and conservatory and alteration to existing access, Avalon, York Road, Skipwith – GRANTED.

Applications Withdrawn/Refused

None.

34. Finance

It was proposed by Cllr Ward that the following accounts were passed for payment. This was seconded by Cllr Eastwood and agreed unanimously:-

a) J Bradley – salary to end September 2007 - £224.62

b) D Dumbell – internal audit - £50.00

c) Skipwith Bonfire - £200.00

Income

a) Allotments £20

35. Representatives Reports

a) Cllr McCool advised that he had attended a meeting of the Playing Fields Association. It had been agreed that they would spend £4,000 on renewing the windows and soffets at the hall.

b) Cllr Eastwood advised that the Poor Fund Committee had not met recently, but clarification had been sought and it was confirmed that Mrs Westoby could remain on the committee and she did not have to be a Parish Councillor.

c) Cllr Eastwood advised that refurbishment work at the Village Hall was now well underway, and that the decorating was to be completed by 21st September.

The Village Hall Committee have agreed that they will host refreshments following the Christmas Light Switch on. It was agreed that the lights would be switched on, on Saturday 8th December.

36. Clerks Report

a) Presentation of Accounts – The Clerk advised that the Year End Accounts had been received back from the internal auditor, who confirmed that everything was in order. It was proposed by Cllr Ward that the accounts now be sent to Mazars the external auditors. This was seconded by Cllr Britain and agreed unanimously. Cllr McCool duly signed off the accounts.

b) The Clerk advised that prior to the transfer of funds from the Yorkshire Bank account to the Halifax Account, the interest rates were checked. If the money had been left in the Yorkshire Bank it would have generated an interest rate of 3.9%. However, by moving it to the Halifax it will now generate an interest rate of 5.3%.

37. Agenda Items for Next Meeting

None.

38. Dates for Future Meetings

Monday 12th November 2007

39. Additional Item

Cllr McCool read out a letter from Mrs Bradley, advising that she is resigning from her position as Clerk to the Parish Council. 

The meeting was closed at 9.20 p.m.

