DRAFT MINUTES

SKIPWITH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 12th November 2007 

19:30hrs at the Village Hall Skipwith.

Present:

Councillor G Eastwood

Councillor I Wheatley

Councillor S Kotek

Councillor C Dean

Councillor T Britain

Councillor N McCool (Chair)

District Councillor W Inness.

40. Apologies and declarations of interest.

None.

41. Public session.

No members of public present.

42. Reports.

District Councillor.

  a) Councillor Inness advised it was the intention of Selby District Council to move to 

       Fortnightly bin collection from the summer of 2009. The Council decision was     

       Influenced by the probability of the incurring fines associated with missed 

       landfill targets. Selby district has been set a target of recycling 50% of its waste,

       it presently achieves 20%- the District Council suggests fortnightly collections

      will increase the % recycled.

      Members expressed their concerns.

  b) The centre of Selby is to undergo extensive redevelopment, the Morrisons/Tesco

      area is to be subject to significant improvement.

  c) A planning application associated with the development of a gypsy site between

      the villages of Skipwith and North Duffield is to be considered on the 12th 

      December 2008 by the District planning committee.

43. Minutes of last meetings. 

The minutes of meetings held on the 10th September 2007 and 18th October 2007 were accepted as being an accurate record.

44. Matters Arising  

a) Village name sign.- no evidence of  procurement has been seen- Cllr McCool will now progress.

b)Village pond- refurbishment had commenced on the 3rd November, planting is to be completed in the spring. The Council expresses its thanks to all villagers who participated.

c) Blackwood Hall road 30mph zone- no response has been received from NY Highways, it was agreed a further letter should be sent.

d) Financial regulations-deferred to next meeting.   

e) Standing orders- adopted as written.

f) Complaints procedure-adopted as written.

g) Website- Administration problems have been resolved, the council agreed to re-launch the website during January. The Round-up magazine will be used to advise community. From January all communication/ notice boards ext to have website identified within title text. 

Hosting site fees are now due, Councillor Dean identified potential security issues with continued use of the present provider, and it was unanimously agreed change server provider. No additional costs with the exception of hosting charges would be incurred.

h) Tree on footpath- The horse chestnut tree had been removed at request of St Helens Parochial Church Council.

i) Bonfire night- Councillor Kotek presented a set of interim accounts to the council. Members expressed their gratitude to members of the community who facilitated yet another successful evening.

j) 2008 village celebration.- a detailed discussion took place as to the viability of holding village events to coincide with next years Church garden fete.

It was decided to hold an open meeting on the 7th January 2008 in the village hall to determine level of support for proposal.

l) Clerk vacancy- Progress has been made, terms of offer where agreed unanimously.

45. For discussion.

     a) Parish precept request.- members agreed not to raise a precept for financial year

     2008/9.

     b) Development at the Garth Little Skipwith.- Members agreed to write to Chief  

     planning officer at Selby District council. 

     c) Skipwith-Escrick road markings.- members agreed to write to NY Highways

     identifying their concerns with regard to overtaking and visibility and requesting

     solid markings be laid to alter drivers behaviour. 

     d) Green waste disposal in the area of common road.- members agreed to request

      residents to utilise their green bins rather than common road for disposal of green 

      waste. A message will be posted on website and in Round-up magazine.

46. For information.

      Various circulars and information letters were discussed no actions were required.

47.Planning applications.

     None received or agreed.

48. Finance.

      It was agreed unanimously the following account be paid in full 

a) St Helens Parochial church council £381.41

      b)  It was agreed unanimously to transfer £500.00

      c)  A majority decision was reach regarding the Halifax reserve maturity funds-    

       it was agreed to reinvest the funds in the same fund for a further 12months.

      Councillor Wheatley offered expert advice to future investment strategy, it was

      agreed to seek advice as to legality of differing investment vehicles for public

      monies from YRLCA.

      Cllr Dean requested guidance on potential personal liability with regard to

      Council funds.  

49. Representatives Reports.

      Members attended JAG meeting held during September, Cllr Kotek reported the

      Chair of JAG meeting refused to allow discussion or concerns regarding road

      traffic or speeding to be aired at meeting.

      Parking on pavements within village was discussed, it was agreed to seek

      guidance as responsible authority at next JAG meeting which will be held at

      Cawood. 

50. Agenda items for next meeting.

      a)  Bench local to Church.

      b) Street lighting.

51. Date of next meeting.

      14th January 2008.

